


THE KINGDOM OF GOD
UNDERSTANDING THE NATURE OF THE KINGDOM



Rule vs. Realm
Hebrew “mlk” means “be king, rule, become 
king”; “malkut” denotes “royal power, dominion, 
royal dignity, kingdom”; “mamlaka” means 
“kingdom, dominion, or king”

1 Kings 2:12; 1 Kings 2:46

“It is established that the meaning of malkut 
was the abstract idea of reign, rule” (ISBE)



The Rule of God
The Kingdom of God means the reign of the 
Almighty God — the exercise of His authority

But God’s reign is not arbitrary -- it has a purpose

Ephesians 1:3-14

When the power or authority of God is devoted to 
a specific objective, that is a revelation of His 
Kingdom



The Purpose of God
The Kingdom is connected to God’s objectives

Israel was chosen for God’s purpose


Romans 3:2 - the oracles of God

Israel was God’s Kingdom because they were 
identified with the Divine objective


Daniel 2; Daniel 9:24

Luke 1:28-32



The Work of Christ
Acts 10:38 -- those oppressed of the Devil

Mark 1:1 -- beginning of the gospel (good news) 
of the Kingdom

Luke 11:10 -- Kingdom of God is come upon you

Hebrews 2:14 -- render powerless the Devil

2 Corinthians 5:19 -- reconciling the world



The Kingdom of God
Rule of God -> God’s Objective -> God’s Work

Philippians 2:13; Colossians 1:29; Ephesians 
1:19; Philippians 3:21; Hebrews 13:21

God’s power and influence appear inactive where 
His objectives are not being implemented

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on Earth 
as it is in Heaven



How Does The Church Fit?
Objective -> Reconciliation & Participation

Pentecost: a foretaste of this objective

Now we are laborers with God

Now we are partakers of the Divine nature

Now the Day of Salvation began to dawn

Now we are joined to the Lord



A Conscious Participation
Those who have been washed from their sins 
are associated with God’s accomplishments

We are able to “save” others

We wrestle against the forces of evil

We are partakers of Christ

We must take Kingdom initiative



The World to Come
The ultimate demonstration of redemption and its effects 
is found in the ages to come

These rewards are often spoken of as a future blessing to 
those who are faithful

We will reign with Him (in the future)

We are enjoying the initial participation in a Kingdom that 
was introduced by the Law and will be more fully 
revealed in the Age to Come




