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Listening to God:  Applications to the Church

Introduction:

I. God has never been silent on what He wants.  In every age, He has told humans what He expects.
A. In particular, this was true of the religious aspects of our relationship with Him.
B. Consider the way God viewed His instructions to Moses about the tabernacle.

1. Ex 25:8f  “And let them construct a sanctuary for Me, that I may dwell among them.  9 According to all that I am
going to show you, as the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its furniture, just so you shall construct it.”

2. The phrase, “just as the Lord had commanded” is found 41 times regarding the care Moses showed to God’s pattern. 
The phrase is used 46 times in the entire Bible (NASB).

II. Don’t forget, the church is the “temple of God.”
A. I Cor 3:16f  “Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?  17 If any man

destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are.”
B. Should we regard the “temple of God” today (the church) less strictly as Moses regarded the tabernacle God designed?

III. Don’t forget that the church is the body of Christ.
A. Eph 1:19b-23  “These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might  20 which He brought about in

Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,  21 far above all rule
and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age, but also in the one to come. 
22 And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church,  23 which is His
body, the fulness of Him who fills all in all.”

B. Does that description sound like Jesus is the King?  If so, being head over the church is synonymous with Him being King
over His people.

C. Shouldn’t he be considered the ruler?
IV. With that in mind, let’s Listen to God with regard to the church.

Body:

I. Is a Pattern Still Important?...
A. Phil 3:17 “Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us.”
B. Phil 4:9  “The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, practice these things; and the God of

peace shall be with you.”
C. II Tim 1:13  “Retain the standard (NASB - pattern) of sound words which you have heard from me, in the faith and love

which are in Christ Jesus.”
D. How could we possibly guess that it is less important in this important age?! — Heb 2:1-3a  “For this reason we must pay

much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it.  2 For if the word spoken through angels proved
unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompense,  3 how shall we escape if we neglect so
great a salvation?”

II. What Did the First Century Church Look Like?...
A. Anyone looking at modern religion with this question in mind cannot help but see big differences.
B. The organization of the church was simple.

1. Every congregation was separate from every other, each having elders that tended the affairs of their particular body.
2. Acts 20:28  “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers”
3. There was no Catholic Church, with a Vatican, Pope, Cardinals, and Bishops.
4. There were no denominations, and where it tried to begin, it was condemned (I Cor 1:10 – “Now I exhort you,

brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree, and there be no divisions among you, but you be
made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment.”)

5. There weren’t even churches with all kinds of names trying to pass themselves off as non-denominational.
C. The focus of the church was spiritual, rather than physical.

1. I Pt 2:4f     “And coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected by men, but choice and precious in the sight of God,  5

you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”

2. I Tim 4:8  “For bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all things, having promise of the life
that now is and of that which is to come.”  (note that the focus is what comes later, not what we get now)

3. Many churches today pursue the health and wealth gospel.
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D. How did that focus appear in the work of the church?
1. There were only three areas in which the church was authorized to labor:

a. Evangelism – preaching the good news to the lost.
(1) Sent preachers forth (Acts 11:22  – The church in Jerusalem sent out Barnabas).
(2) I Cor 9:14  “...the Lord directed those who proclaim the gospel to get their living from the gospel.”
(3) Philippi sent aid to Paul more than once (Phil 4:14-16).
(4) Never sent to teach Greek or Hebrew classes, or how to get jobs or find places to put a water well.

b. Edification – spiritually building up the body of Christ.
(1) Eph 4:15f   “but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head; Christ;

from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective
working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.”

(2) Eph 5:19  “speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody
with your heart to the Lord.”

(3) Heb 10:24f  The point of our assembling is not only to worship God, but stir up love and good works in each
other.

(4) Brethren have implemented programs of so-called “edification” that center on what they call the “whole
man.”
(a) Fellowship halls for eating are promoted in this way.
(b) Job fairs with a “fellowship dinner.”
(c) Family life centers.
(d) Gymnasiums and multipurpose auditoriums.

c. Benevolence – taking care of needy saints.
(1) II Cor 8 & 9  Paul had much to say about churches helping needy saints.
(2) I Cor 16:1  He had previously written them about “the collection for the saints.”
(3) I Tim 5:3-16  Paul limited which widows could be supported by the church, and presented qualifications.

E. These are important details regarding the appearance of the church, but there is another area that is even more apparent to
visitors.

III. The Worship of the Church...
A. The worship of the church focused on an edification that benefitted with knowledge, rather than sensationalism.

1. I’ve had a number of visitors at Fry Road keep coming, and eventually told me why.
2. They came because we taught the Bible instead of going for all these gimmicks and the entertainment so common

today.
B. So many people today want the sermon to be a comedy stand-up routine.  They cannot tolerate instruction above schtick.
C. In our time that is left, let’s discuss when the music starts, because that seems to trip people up.

1. The New Testament church sang.  I don’t know anyone who denies that, or anyone who believes it is wrong.
a. Eph 5:19  “speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with

your heart to the Lord.”
b. Col 3:16  “Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one

another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.”
2. The question is not, “May we sing and be pleasing to God.”
3. The question is, “May we add instruments to our worship of God?”

a. Last night, we saw that Noah built an ark because God said to build it out of Gopher wood.
(1) What kind of wood could he use?  Surely we can see that because God specified the kind of wood, that was

all that God would be pleased with.
(2) That is an easy answer, because God as not asked us to build an ark.

b. Tonight, we see that God has told us to sing and make melody with the heart.
(1) What kind of music may we acceptably offer to God?
(2) Is it a sin to offer something other than what God has specified?  (Lev 10:1-3)

Conclusion:

I. It does matter how the church worships God.  If it does not obey the laws of the King, is it really His?
II. It does matter how the church is organized.  If it isn’t organized according to the King’s will, is it really doing His will?
III. It does matter what work the church does.  If it isn’t doing the King’s work, then whose work is it doing?
IV. Since all of this matters, then doesn’t it really matter which church we become members of?


