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Listening to God:  Is Scripture Necessary?

Introduction:

I. Every generation that has gone to Scripture and sought life has had a challenge to face.
A. The challenge is simple:  Listen to God.
B. The failure of the Jews in the first century was clearly pointed out by Jesus.
C. Jn 5:37-40   “And the Father who sent Me, He has borne witness of Me. You have neither heard His voice at any time,

nor seen His form.  38 And you do not have His word abiding in you, for you do not believe Him whom He sent.  39 You
search the Scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is these that bear witness of Me;  40

and you are unwilling to come to Me, that you may have life.”
II. The Jews to whom Jesus spoke had a very high regard for Scripture.

A. They read daily, and meticulously studied what God had said.
B. It may surprise you, but the Pharisees were champion protectors of Scripture (every jot and tittle in place).
C. Sadly, having a high regard for Scripture does not mean a person is going to listen to God.

1. There are many today, and some of these are members of the church, who have concluded that their sincere
emotions about God are far more important than a strict obedience.

2. Yes, they believe the Bible is the word of God, and will speak of it in glowing terms, but it is not the final word on
what God really wants from us.

III. This presents an incredibly important question:  
A. If Scripture is not the final word, then why do we have Scripture?
B. That leaves us with another important question:  Is Scripture really necessary?
C. Underlying this is a disturbing possibility:  Is it possible that we revere the Bible, but not truly appreciate its message?

Body:

I. Is Scripture Literally True?...
A. Let’s begin by building a foundation.  In all likelihood, everyone here believes that Scripture is literally true.
B. Jesus taught that this was so:

1. Mt 19:4f   “And He answered and said, ‘Have you not read, that He who created them from the beginning made
them male and female,  5 and said,  “For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his
wife; and the two shall become one flesh”?’”

2. Mt 12:39f   “But He answered and said to them, ‘An evil and adulterous generation craves for a sign; and yet no
sign shall be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet;  40 for just as Jonah was three days and three nights in
the belly of the sea monster, so shall the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.’”

3. Mt 24:37-39  Jesus taught that there was a man named Noah, an ark to get into, and a flood that destroyed.
C. Peter taught the literal truth of Scripture:

1. II Pt 2:6  “and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes,
having made them an example to those who would live ungodly thereafter”

2. II Pt 3:5ff   “For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long
ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water,  6 through which the world at that time was destroyed,
being flooded with water.  7 But the present heavens and earth by His word are being reserved for fire, kept for the
day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.”   (Peter clearly teaching a universal event)

D. Since Scripture is literally true, then it is binding upon all of mankind?

II. Are the Scriptures God’s Sole Authority...
A. Before we proceed, we need to define what Scripture actually is.

1. People sometimes conclude that the word “Scripture” only applies to the writings of the Old Testament.
2. The word Scripture is used overwhelmingly of the Old Testament as we read the New Testament.

a. However, there is a reason for this, and the reason is not found in a denial of the New Testament as “Scripture.”
b. As New Testament authors wrote, there was not body of New Testament writings (“Scripture”) to which they

could refer.
(1) This would be like Moses referring to the law as “Scripture” (the writings), when he was still in the process

of writing the writings.  It would be an anachronism.
(2) Acts 8:35   “And Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this Scripture he preached Jesus to him.”  

(What New Testament writing would Philip appeal to?)
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3. We cannot make distinctions in the meaning of the word “Scripture” in an effort to make the New Testament less
authoritative (some would argue that the New Testament is not “Scripture”).
a. II Tim 3:16f   “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for

training in righteousness;  17 that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.”
(1) An effort is made to apply this word “Scripture” to the Old Testament alone.  Context is misused to do so:
(2) II Tim 3:14f   “You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of, knowing

from whom you have learned them;  15 and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which
are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.”

(3) The word “writings” is from the same root that “Scripture” descends, but they are not the same word.
(4) These are the Old Testament — Timothy learning from the sacred writings (what had been written), but

now he must excel in that which is “adequate,” and equips for “every good work” (the N.T.).
(5) The Old Testament was not capable of equipping for every good work the Christian must do.

b. II Tim 4:1ff  “I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and
the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom:  2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season;
reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.  3 For the time will come when they will not
endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in
accordance to their own desires;  4 and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths.”
(1) Paul warned of the time when false teacher would arise, and people would not endure sound doctrine.
(2) What was the answer?  “Preach the word!”  What “word,” if not in the Scripture that was “inspired by

God,” and equips for “every good work”?
c. “Sound” doctrine was “healthy” doctrine.

(1) I Tim 4:6  “In pointing out these things to the brethren, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus,
constantly nourished on the words of the faith and of the sound doctrine which you have been following.”

(2) Titus 2:1  “But as for you, speak the things which are fitting for sound doctrine.”   (Paul went on to speak
of “purity of doctrine” (v7), and the necessity of “adorning the doctrine of God” (v10).

d. The word “doctrine” was a fitting term for what would otherwise be called “Scripture,” if already written.
B. Scripture contains the specifics of the doctrine God requires of mankind.

1. Mt 22:29-33   “But Jesus answered and said to them, ‘You are mistaken, not understanding the Scriptures, or the
power of God.  30 For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in
heaven.  31 But regarding the resurrection of the dead, have you not read that which was spoken to you by God,
saying,  32 “I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob”?  He is not the God of the dead
but of the living.’”

2. Mt 26:52-56  Jesus pointed out that God’s wisdom was foreordained for those present events:   “How then shall the
Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must happen this way?”   (Is prophecy all that Scripture would bind as unbreakable?)

III. Relationship of Scripture to Salvation...
A. Rom 1:16  “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who

believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.”
1. While the word “gospel” means good news, does that mean our salvation is merely a matter of announcement?
2. Mk 1:1 & 4   The “beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ” involved John the Baptist preaching a baptism of

repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
3. II Th 1:8  We Jesus comes again, He will be “dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those

who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus”
B. God’s word is truth, and it is essential for salvation, not only in faith, but in obedience.

1. Heb 5:9   “And having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation,”
2. Jn 17:17   “Sanctify them in the truth; Thy word is truth.”
3. Jms 1:18   “In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we might be, as it were, the

first fruits among His creatures.”
4. Jms 1:21  “Therefore putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word

implanted, which is able to save your souls.”

Conclusion:

I. Scripture is necessary, but we also must have the right attitude toward God’s message.  Otherwise, we will not listen to God.
A. Scripture is literally true.
B. The message therein is the only means by which God passes down authority for us to be pleasing to Him.
C. That makes the authoritative message essential for salvation.

II. This study, then, is of vital importance.  Without an understanding on these matters, souls will be lost.


