
Christians Without Churches 
(By Ethan R. Longhenry) 

Over the past few years a trend has increased among people, 
especially Americans: the idea that people can be good Christians 
without being part of a church. Many people will recognize that 
Jesus is the Messiah and Lord, but yet want nothing to do with 
any church. This attitude fits with the independent streak that 
marks most Americans. Many also feel that churches are just 
trying to get money out of people, and they do not see the value 
or relevance in being part of a church. 

It is too often true that churches are not living up to the call 
of Jesus Christ. Some churches do not teach the Bible at all, and 
other churches favor their traditions over what the Bible teaches. 
Too many other churches teach the truths of the Bible and yet do 
not show the love and community that God desires. Do these 
difficulties, however, mean that we can or should be Christians 
without being part of a church? 

We must first understand that there can be no such thing as a 
“churchless Christian.” In Eph. 4:4-5, we read that there is “one 
body”, as assuredly as there is “one faith” and “one Lord.” In 
Eph. 5:29-30 (and Col. 1:18), Paul identifies that “one body” as the 
church; this is the body for which He gave His life (Eph. 5:25-27). 
Anyone who is not a part of this “universal church” is separated 
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from Christ, and will not be saved! A Christian, then, that is 
entirely “churchless” is no Christian, and has no part in the 
resurrection of life! 

Is it possible for a Christian to be part of the “universal” 
church without being identified with a local church? The 
Scriptures give us no reason to believe that such is possible 
except temporarily, such as being converted while traveling. 

God desires for His people to act in certain ways, and many 
of these actions require a person to be part of a local church of 
fellow believers. God desires that His people die to self and live 
for others (Gal. 2:20, Phil. 2:1-4). Christians are to think more highly 
of others and the needs of others than of themselves and their 
own needs. God intended for Christians to be first concerned with 
the needs of their fellow Christians (Gal. 6:10, Matt. 25:31-46). How 
can this be done if one is not part of a local church? 

God also desires that His people work together, both to 
strengthen each other and to further His purposes (Heb. 10:24-25, 

Gal. 6:2, Acts 2:42-47). Encouragement and accountability are 
important aspects of the Christian faith. Christians are 
commanded to consider how to provoke other Christians to love 
and do good works and to bear each other's burdens. They are to 
be open and honest with one another so that they can be the best 
servants of God they can be. This can only happen when 
Christians come together and get to know each other, and the 
local church has been designed for this purpose. 

The witness of the Scriptures is clear: God expects 
Christians to work together in a local church. Love for one 
another, encouragement to continue in the faith, and 
accountability are all learned in the environment of the local 



church. We cannot grow to be the type of Christians that please 
God if we attempt to do so on our own! 

Yes, it is unfortunately true that too often local churches are 
not representing God's intentions very well. Too many churches 
encourage too much passive behavior and do not challenge their 
members to represent the community that God expects the local 
church to be. Just because many churches fail to live up to God's 
desires, however, does not mean that we are “off the hook” of the 
local church. God established local churches in His wisdom for 
our benefit. If God desired to have “maverick Christians,” He 
could easily have done so. He recognizes, however, that we are 
too weak to defeat Satan by ourselves. Christians need 
opportunities to assemble with one another, to show love to one 
another, building one another up, and encouraging and exhorting 
each other to continue to serve God according to His will. 

If you believe in God and Jesus Christ, do not deprive 
yourself of the love and encouragement you need and that others 
need from you: join us! 

Thoughts On Baptismal Formulas 
(By Andrew Dow) 

The importance of baptism cannot be ignored (cf. Acts 22:16; 

Rom. 6:1-6; etc.). Because of its importance, we should make sure 
that the way we baptize conforms to Scripture. We frequently 
teach that baptism is immersion, that baptism is for the remission 
of sins, etc., but what about baptismal formulas (i.e., ? 

Jesus told His disciples to baptize those they would teach 
“in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit” (Matt. 28:19; cf. Acts 2:38; 8:16; 10:48; 19:5; etc.). Does this text 
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and others like it mean that we should vocalize a set phrase or  
special words in order to make a baptism valid? 

Consider a few observations. (1) Baptism is about the action 
taken by the one being baptized, not the one doing the baptizing 
(cf. Acts 8:36-38). We should be more concerned about the heart of 
the baptized than the words spoken by the baptizer. (2) Scripture 
never explicitly states that a formula was used or is required. “In 
the name of…” seems to be how baptism is described rather than 
the words that were spoken. (3) Paul wrote, “Whatever you do 
in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus” (Col. 

3:17). If Matt. 28:19 teaches us to use a spoken formula, does this 
text not teach the same? We understand that we are not to preface 
everything we do by saying, “In the name of the Lord Jesus,” 
but all is to be done in the authority of the Lord Jesus. 

Baptizing an individual into the name of Jesus is not a formula 
that must be spoken, but a description of the action taking place. 
At times it may be worthwhile to verbally explain what is going 
on, but the baptism’s validity does not hinge on that explanation.   


