
What Does the Marriage of the Lamb 
Teach About Selecting a Spouse? 

(By Andrew Dow) 

Towards the end of the book of Revelation, John has the 
privilege of seeing “the marriage of the Lamb” (Rev. 19:7-9). 
“The Lamb” is an image used throughout Scripture to describe 
Jesus Christ, the sacrifice for our sins (cf. John 1:29; Acts 8:32; 1 Pet. 

1:19; Rev. 5:5-6, etc.). From other texts in Scripture we learn that 
“His bride” (Rev. 19:7) is the universal church (cf. Eph. 5:22-33). 
Marriage can teach us a great deal about the church’s (i.e., our) 
relationship with Christ, but Christ’s relationship with the church 
can also teach us a great deal about marriage. Consider briefly 
two things that Christ and the church teach us about selecting a 
husband or wife. 

1. The marriage takes place after the bride is made 
ready. We read in the book of Revelation, “the marriage of the 
Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready” (Rev. 

19:7). The eighth verse tells about how the bride adorned herself 
in fine clothes. Paul described how Christ died for the church in 
order to “sanctify her… that He might present to Himself the 
church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing” (Eph. 5:26-27). The great marriage ceremony of Revelation 
19 only took place after the bride made herself ready to be 
married.
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Equipping The Saints 
“…For the equipping of the saints for the work of service…” ~ Ephesians 4:12



When making the decision to marry an individual, we must 
decide whether the individual is truly ready to be married. I am 
not referring here to emotional maturity or financial stability 
(although those are important things to consider). Rather, can we 
say that our significant other is SPIRITUALLY ready to be 
married? Scripture warns us to be wise in who we associate with 
(cf. Prov. 22:24-25; 1 Cor. 15:33; 2 Cor. 6:14). Is this not magnified 
when it comes to selecting a husband or wife? Ask yourself this 
question: “Will my boyfriend/girlfriend encourage me to grow 
spiritually, help me study God’s Word, and cause me to become 
more like Christ?” 

2. The marriage is understood to be permanent. Although 
Revelation 19:7-9 introduces us to the “marriage supper” motif, 
the actual marriage does not take place at this point. In fact, the 
marriage does not take place until chapters 21-22 where an angel 
tells John, “Come here, I will show you the bride, the wife of 
the Lamb” (Rev. 21:9), and then proceeds to present the glorious 
bride as if she were making her grand entrance down the aisle. 
The condition of the Lamb and His bride is said to last “forever 
and ever” (Rev. 22:5). In other words, the marriage is permanent. 

Before we choose to be married, we must be certain that our 
significant other understands the permanent nature of marriage. 
The Lord emphatically stated through the Prophet Malachi, “I 
hate divorce” (2:16). Does your boyfriend or girlfriend agree with 
God on this matter? Making sure you’re on the same page now 
may save a lot of turmoil later. 

More can be learned from Christ’s relationship with the 
church. If you are not married, be careful in selecting your future 
spouse. If you are, resolve to be more like Christ and the church!



9 Ways To Be Evangelistic 
Without Being The Teacher 

(By Berry Kercheville) 

The words “evangelism” or “personal work” are not 
received positively in many churches. Why? Those words remind 
us of bad experiences from an energetic, but misguided 
“evangelism program.” We were either urged to go knock on 
doors, pass out flyers, or teach a Bible lesson that felt rote or 
manipulative. In other words, we were asked to do things we 
were not equipped to do and to participate in activities that would 
never fit into the gifts God has given us. 

One of the most misunderstood principles of evangelism is 
that even the greatest evangelistic Christian will fail if he or she 
does not have a supporting cast. In other words, the local church 
must have members who are equipped to create opportunities and 
support the teaching process. In our two articles this week we 
will explore nine needs members must fill in order to make 
evangelism possible and effective. Too often churches allow their 
talented evangelistic members to carry the whole load as if 
saving souls only has to do with teaching. However, every 
Christian has a role and every Christian can play a part in 
bringing a person to Christ. My encouragement is to choose the 
work that fits your talent and devote yourself to it. 

[originally published on focusmagazine.org] 

Note: “9 Ways To Be Evangelistic Without Being A Teacher” 
was originally published as a two part article. Over the next 
several weeks, we will print the content of these articles in 
smaller portions. I encourage us all to consider these suggestions 
for evangelism and implement them in our lives.             ~ABDow



PM Lesson: 
Jesus: The Light of the World

AM Lesson: 
What Causes Sin?

“Go therefore and make disciples…” (Matthew 28:19-20)

Notes: 
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Some New Year Statistics 
(By Andrew Dow) 

By the time we assemble together next Sunday (if the Lord 
wills), this year will be gone and a new year will have begun. If 
the Lord allows us life throughout all of next year, we will be 
given 8,760 hours to use. A 40-hour workweek will take up 2,080 
of those hours. If we sleep 8 hours every night, another 2,920 
hours will be used. What will we do with the remaining 3,760 
hours? Attending every Bible Study and worship service will 
take less than 250 hours! Reading the Bible 30 minutes every day 
will only use about 180 hours! Taking 5 minutes out of your day 
to tell someone about Christ will only take about 30 hours! 
Spending a meager 10 minutes a day in prayer will only take up 
60 hours out of your year. All of this still gives us well over 
3,000 hours to spend in other areas of life. How important will 
spiritual growth be to you next year?


