
 
 

 

   

  
Christmas trees, Christmas cards, and Christmas 

carols, these things remind us that the season 

called Christmas is once again upon 

us.  This season poses several questions 

for Christians.   Is December 25 the birth 

date of Christ?  Is the observance of 

Christmas found in the bible?  Is it sinful 

for me as a Christian to observe 

Christmas?  These are just a few of the 

questions that those professing Christ might have 

during this time. 

 

Christmas and the Bible 
There are some common misconceptions 

amongst the majority of people concerning 

Christmas. Think if you will, when most 

people are asked how many wise men there 

were the answer will almost always be 

three.  The Bible however, never shows the 

number of wise men, only the number of gifts. 

(c.f. Matt.2:1)  True, it very possibly could have 

been three, or it could have been a hundred, or it 

could have been as little as two, truthfully we 

cannot make that determination because the Bible 

never states the exact number.  To be dogmatic 

about the particular number would go 

beyond what God has said. 

What about the star?  What do the majority 

of people picture when they consider the 

star?  Most will picture the star leading the 

wise men to the manger, but this is not 

correct when viewed in the light of 

scripture.  In fact, it was not the star which led 

them to Bethlehem, but rather the scripture (c.f. 

Matt. 2:5, Micah. 5:2).  The star did not tell them 

the whereabouts of Jesus' birth only that he was 

born.   It then led them to a house, not to the 

manger. (c.f. Matt. 2:9-11) 

We also see that by the time that the wise men 

went to Jesus he was not a newborn infant, 

but rather a "small child" (c.f. Matt. 

2:11).    This is when the wise men offer the 

gold, frankincense, and myrrh, not when 

Christ was a newborn infant. 

We see through study of God's divine word, that 

the word Christmas, the actual date of Christ's 

birth, and observance of this holiday are not found 

within the Word of God.  This tradition was 

founded by the Catholic Church to coincide with 

the religious holidays of the pagans and other 

religious sects of the day. 

These are just a few points that we could 

consider concerning the common religious 

view of Christmas and the Bible concerning 

the birth of Christ.  We see that by men's 

traditions and customs it has changed what 

the Bible teaches. Jesus gives a stern warning 

concerning those that teach the commandments 

of men as doctrine.  "But in vain do they worship 

me, teaching for doctrine the commandments of 

men" (Matthew 15:9). 

. 

The Christian and the 
observance of Christmas 

The next question we should ask is, is it 

sinful for the Christian to celebrate 

Christmas?   Things like Christmas trees, 

Santa clause, and little elves have no 

religious connotation.  Therefore, I submit 

to you that we as Christians can celebrate 

Christmas as a national holiday much in the same 

way we might observe Halloween, Columbus Day, 
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or Independence Day.  Christians are at liberty to 

observe these holidays as times to be with friends 

and family, and to enjoy themselves.  

However, to observe such religiously is another 

matter indeed.  Through careful study of the Bible, 

and by applying the rules of how scriptural 

authority is established, we cannot conclude that 

we are at liberty to observe Christmas as the 

majority of the religious world does.  We are 

never in scripture directly commanded to 

celebrate the birth of Christ. Also, we do not have 

an approved example of early Christians in the 

Bible observing this holiday. Lastly, we cannot 

necessarily imply that the church of the first 

century took part in such activities.  Therefore to 

observe Christmas as a Religious "holy day" is to 

do something that is not authorized by God.  

As we have seen the Word of God never gives 

provision for the observance of Christ birth.  It 

does however stress remembrance of his death. 

(Luke 22:19, Acts 2:42 1 Corinthians 11:26)  The 

Lord requires us to refrain from practices that are 

equated with false religion, and an unauthorized 

practice is that very thing (2 John 9-11). The truth 

of the matter is that if religious activity is not 

authorized in the Word of God (religious 

observance of Christmas being unauthorized in 

scripture), then it is sinful as a religious 

practice (Galatians 4:8-11)! 

We see that within the holy word of God that 

there is no mention of Christmas, and that the 

common teachings concerning this holiday do not 

coincide with the Bible.  Also, we noticed that it is 

not authorized for the Christian to observe this 

holiday religiously.   However, the Christian is at 

liberty to observe this day as a national holiday.  I 

say then let us observe this season for what it is, 

and let us “take the "Christ" out of Christmas.    
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